Dear [Representative]: 

We need your help.  The Army Corps of Engineers has been providing scheduled whitewater releases from their New England dams since the 1960s.  Recently, under pressure from the United States Fish & Wildlife Service, the Corps has reduced or eliminated releases on the West River in Vermont, the Millers River and Westfield River in Massachusetts, and the Blackwater River and Ashuelot River in New Hampshire.  Boaters were dismissed in the decision-making even though the Corps "Environmental Operating Principles" require them to "respect the views of individuals and groups interested in Corps activities, listen to them actively, and learn from their perspective in the search to find innovative win-win solutions to the nation's problems that also protect and enhance the environment." 

Historically most of these rivers had at least two full weekends of release in the Spring and the West River had at least one weekend in the Fall.  The Corps and USF&W now claim that releases have to be restricted to the Spring high runoff period and they will only provide releases for one weekend in that period.  They claim any further releases will harm fish habitat based on old, outdated generic methodology.  They have never studied the actual effect of whitewater flows on fish in any of these rivers, nor have they presented any actual evidence of impacts to the fishery, aquatic resources or water quality. Meanwhile, the Corps' flood control releases far exceed the volumes necessary to provide for economically valuable whitewater recreation. 

These releases have significant economic effects in the rural areas where the dams are located.  It is estimated that for every boater who paddles one of these releases $100-$150 is added to the local economy, including an estimated loss of $150,000 in Jamaica, Vermont, for every canceled release on the West River. 

[Insert your history of paddling these rivers and the distance you travel to get there.] 

I do not understand why the Corps is eliminating whitewater releases in New England when it supports them in other parts of the country.  Its dam on the Gauley River in West Virginia supports a private and commercial paddling industry that is the fourth largest element of that State's economy.  Its sister federal agency, FERC, has added or enhanced whitewater releases on every applicable hydroelectric dam during the relicensing process. 

I ask for your support and request that you meet and work with American Whitewater, the Appalachian Mountain Club and N.E. FLOW to bring the Corps to the negotiating table to restore and enhance historic whitewater releases on their New England dams.  Thank you for your attention to this problem. 
  
  

